High and low affinity NGF receptor mRNAs in human foetal spinal cord and ganglia.
The cellular localization of mRNAs encoding the low affinity NGF receptor (here referred to as LANR) and the putative high affinity receptor for NGF, trk, have been studied in the human foetal spinal and sympathetic ganglia, and spinal cord, using in situ hybridization. The receptor mRNAs were highly expressed in the spinal and sympathetic ganglia, with most but not all neurons expressing both LANR and trk mRNA. Spinal nerve rootlets distal to the spinal ganglia expressed LANR but not trk mRNA, confirming the presence of the low affinity receptor in developing Schwann cells. In the spinal cord, LANR mRNA was found throughout the medial and lateral motor columns while, trk mRNA was detected in scattered cells in the dorsal aspect of developing grey matter.